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How to get the maost
out of the exciting dry-fly action
grassboppers provide from

July through October

T's 2 PM., @ sunny B degrees, windy, an 37 &

distinet “chck, olick. click™ wing song coming from

the godden dumps of grass and sagebrush banks of

the Muadisan River

A large clumsy insect flying oul of control and

sicbeweays in thie wind misses the waving. tall streant-
sille griss tops and splats down six foet offshore, Before
it kicks three times, a big spoued head pokes s long
snout out and the insect disappears with an audible
slurp and swirl—it's “hioppser fime”

Hopper time is simply the best and most exciting
time of the year 1o catch big trout with a dry fhy,
Here's why

Hoppers—or grasshoppars (ortivafaternd )—ire lamge,
coborful, widely distributed terrestrial insccts. Az their
name implics, they love hopping about on fresh griss,
especially those Jush, marshy grasses near and along
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more than cats do, gusty winds, predators, gruving and-
mals, harvesters, and thelr amorous activitles often
cheposit them, kicking and Muntering, into nearby waters.

Resident warm- and coldwater fish Hke trout, char,
whitefish, bass, sunfish, catfish, and carp always =oem
eager to gobble a hopper without hesitaton or ca-
tion—cspecially the very largest and wisest of the fishy
predators. Why is this?

Afier being amured and entertained for more than 50
vears of hopper time, my theory is this: Grasshoppors
are large, exsy-toecatch insccts that must be both cxcig-
img and delickous to capture and eat. After they get lange
enough to cat hoppers, the fish scem o anticipate cach
scasan of hopper-cating. The adult fish generally prefer
farge, sy, live foods o support their size and lfestyle.

Big. will, supersclective veteran brown trout (from
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with a fake Trico, midge, Pale Moming Dun (PMD), or
r .gzihnnqﬁ!rwﬂl dash headlong from their shadowy
ideouts into the shallow, sunlit water o seck and
destroy 8 Kicking hopper after i has crashed o the
witer The fish ke ina swoosh of wave and a glutton's
sluerp of water, hopper, and adr
1 recall a big scar-fwced male brown that lived in a
rocky undercut hole on the Yellowstone Park’s upper
Madlision lor at least five seasons, | cauglid him foar tines
and imtroduced him to At Flick, Len Beanden, my seife
Emily, and myy son Joel. Each time we caught him, it was
always om 1 =8 or #10 Dave’s Hopper. Nymphs,
Muddicrs, Woolly Buggers, Roval YWollls, and Parachuie
Adams were never his pleasure,
The last time | saw him caught (hy my =on Joel), he
was getting old; his bright vellow, gold, and black-spot-
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ted skin had darkened, and his onece robust body had
become long and very lean, 1 suspect that was his last
hopper season, | know if he had his way, he surely
mnorved o B hopepesr pasadise,

The Hopper Year

CrLASSHOPPERS GENERALLY have 4 onesycar or shorer Hie
ovile, Hopper nymphs o ey [kl in late Gall are dor-
mant through winter and become active after spring
frecees and frodis stop, The nyvmphs eat tender green
perasses and grow in proportion to the amaont of oo
and warmith—the more there is, the faster they grow, By
July, hoppers are usually through their nvmphhood and
begein to take on the shape, intricate colomtion, Might
wings, andd siee of sdulis Males are wually mone coboaeful
angl one-hall as lange as females, o0 often there ane tao or
three sizes of the same hopper species prescnt.
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Joe'’s Hofaper Favarsoet 5 Fewnry s dvanke Haofabaer

In July, August, Seprember, and October, hoppers are
meiture and abundant and apective o "|1n::|prﬂ;r||;||11'\|n,'
simce the major aguatic insects have already hatched
Hoppers love sunshine and air tempeeratiunes above T
I.II'.'I.LI"I.'I.'h E I svwost p-].ll;l."-. Lhial meeans l|p|.':|."|| b miore
active Petween 1OAAL and & A

Big trowur set their alarm clocks o wake up abowm
11 AM. for the day's hopper banguer. Mating, which
occurs from midsummer to carty fall, increases the hop-
pers’ dctivities, including their traipsing along the tops
af the high grasses and weeds or fving in scarch of the
Ly hoppers. It's these conditions, especially if there's a
gusty winad, that cause a bt of hoppers o jump, fall, or
fly into adjacent streams and ponds

Thitse LI C X e tedd swams are ol Bitial for nost
hoppors, as they are uswally able o guickly kick back
tr the shoreline, But if & hopperiunist detects them,
they likely won't make it to dry land, If they are
||H1|.I|.'1'.'_|.' I,'I'HI-I.I],:]'I o Jandd in waves, swilt rilffles, or
rapid water turbulence, they often become sub-
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merged and are then consumed by hungry fish hold-
ing downstreanm.

Those hoppers that mate and survive their Bnd and
willer predators lay their egus at the base of grass
Clumips, in dung piles. or in soft sobl. Soose die, bl ws-
ally most until winter frecees thiam, A few adulis Burmom
LG WArm -:'1|1'!||;Hnl!'i1'|“ amos or dang |1-i|4.':-. whiene
they escape freesing to death. In some arcas, this aduls
survival is signiflcant

APrng s wairmith harches the CILEs that were .;Il,-FHmit.
ed in the fll, and a new life cvcle begins, The freshhy
hatched hopper nymphs develop as weather warms and
mcadow grasses grow, When those nvmphs reach abou
Lrs wo e inch, they become large enough for fish o cal
However, it's wsually hily ar later before they are lanse
enough to really be significant to large fish

Narreaerad Corciailsafeiars

theraw s Hoapgaer

Dave's Hoeper

HUHHR: TME 5363,
barfsloss, ®d-=] 4.

THREAL: 690 and 570 nydon,
codor of hoguper's bady.

CEMENTS: Danve's Flexanwni
and FapeA-Csap,

B FOHINDIATIOMN ANEY
Ay CeL AR Masan
b mwsin nylon the
damcier of hook wine

TAIL: Shoet, saifl, matral
b abeer habr yed ned,

P Palyproapybene vam

e cordor of the underside

al e abwomsen, Yelliw is

the maoesd pagpualar Color

—

KIE: Brown ar cree cock
Tackle,

USIERW NG Light natweal
gray doer hair dyed the
wing cidlor {usually ;pqi:
vl

Wi Specklod rkey, pea
cickl, o furkcy fcather

REAR KICKER LEGS: Cogk
phexsant tall guill barbs
{ring-neck or golden
pibcasant .

COLLAR AN HEALY. Shasrt,
willmarked nadural and
matural yellow deer hair

==

The Dave’s Hopper and Whin Hopper ane my Gvoerites.

My chojee Bor il best all-ansiund opper is e Dave's
Hopper Chver the yoars 've found a =10 Diave's Hopper
wiith a yollivw haouly, Fr,.llr :rp]l'im‘ nnsderwing. ilﬂ]-!-pttﬁl-tﬂ
brown wing, with either 2 red il or red calves an the kick-
of beggs, (o be a fvoriie disign in bath Nowth and Sl
LTS T ilupprr arcas. The Whit Hopper has a more
distince prfide, is less winceresistang, and has 3 more realistic

design than Dave's Hoppser.

T

Flies and Tackle

Wit Hipywer

Llaicdibar Nl firipan avirbifuly Plyviicin? Haogaber

WHiT HoppEr

HORHR: TV 5363, barblcss, =4-=14

THREALYR &40 and 30 mylon calor
o by,

CEMENT: Dave's Flexament and
Zap-AGiap,

MY POUNDATION AND SNAG
Gl ARLE Mason hasd nylon mono
absut the dismeicr of hook wine,
Size =10 hook: (057 size =6
hasiak 0197

BODY: EIK rump hair color of the
harprpece’s adwibiime,

RIB: Wire of monslilament.
UNDERWING: Light-coloned, natural
dbeer hair dyed the color of the

wariderw g

WINLG: Mogtbed nerkey, peacock, or
turkey foaber (scconcdary wing
I|:||.'||.|] SeCtionn,

REAR KHCKER LEGS: Griely neck
hackle dyed the color of the legs
and trimmmed 1o the beg sliape,

HEAD AN COLLAR: Short, dark,
welbmarked natural and nadural
dvisl pale yelbow deer hair,

AMNTENNAE: Brown or grieey neck
hackbe stems.
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It dhidd cast and fish better than Joe's,

beurt {1 wencbersdoe Gt look right, so |

tock kleas from both designs plus a

My of my own and created the first

Dave's Hopper, | Kept improving i

over the vears, and it has worked like

maghc for me whoerever ['ve used it in

Morth and South Amwerica
The moest important chancteristics

of a hopper pattern ane:

1. Loww wind resistance and the abili-
iy o sirike the water with a
elistiact '.-..p]ul:" or '|'|-'||:|p' snindd

2, The ahdlity to float low in the sare
face flm.

4. A strong body and leg profile

AFULT GrassHorrERs ae Lmce, colorful, very animated,
and UM inscots. Imarating them has been an inferest-
ing clhiillenge fiwr many [ fisheers, Thene ane pnﬂmhlf. i
least two dozen effective and popular iy designs e
Morth wnd South Améerica.

Patterns. The classics are Joe's Hopper, Letort
Hopper, Gar=ide Pheasant Hopper, Muddler Minnow,
Dave’s Hopper, Whit Hopper, Lawson's Henrey's Fork
Hopper, and Schroeder’s Parschute Hopper

When 1 began hopper fishing back in the cardy 1950s,
the: Juse's Hopper wias the maost popalar Bait, o me, the
Jire's Hoppeer was pough 1o cast into strong wind amd
really pwisted my leader. My fricnd Joc Boooks said he pre-
ferred using 3 Muddler Minnow for imitating hoppers

[T cardgin, iy, initeriol selec.
ffeem, By andd fTshivng techefgnes
af Hlaese o Bofiers are apaifalyle
art o fh-tving vidio frome fare
Winiifeack. Tiv conder o cogfrs contact
M Wtnitlhocds, PO oy 5150,
Midrwiy, AR T265F, or visit your
nearvEl Llmpapaa Seatber Merchants
afeerfer: Tioe Enrross. |

~

when viewed from below

4. A color pattern and stze of the maosi
abundant happers in the arei

5. A smag guard to protect the hook paoint.

6, Ceosl 'I.'i\'thq'iil':.' in the surface film

Tackle and Tips

Tackle. Hopper imitations on ovpdcal wrout and bass
streams and ponds are usually best presentod and fished
with 5- to T-weight outilits. 1 find the following combina:
tiom works well: an 81/ o S, Bstaction, G-acight
rodl with a Moating, weight-forwand bass-bug aper and a
O-foot, knotless bass-bug beader with & AX or 2X tip, This
combimition cin present boppers in windy conditions

Confineied on page TH
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HOPPER TIME . . .

Coerbinenedd froowr fwige 49
to the shoreline hopper banks,
Prescnting hagpper ics corroctly, that is,
with accuracy and lowd impact, and
then hooking and contralling large
trewisl, Pepsires 4 setup similar to this

several vears agoe. | designed a
trweighn asshag-taper fly line for small-
mioth bass; it's the best hopper line
I'vie over wseid, becanse i presents hem
well whether 'm wading or (oating. T
windy conditions, 1 can getl pinpoint
accuracy whon wusing the required
straight. curve, and skip-cast hopper
pleppng

Twor cpedck bits of advice on fackke
L. e TEEh perocml Knod sirongith an youer
tiprpct and fly knots, cost bath with Zap-
A-Crap comient as you draw each tight
2, User a Dhuncan loop knot for Ey g an
the hopper. 1t's 3 geeat kndor thar albows
the hopger 0 look and move in a more
matural way. Alocr you'se ticd on the

lrppeer, put a coating of foatant o op
al its head, collar, and wing =0 it will

fboat bow, like a live hopper
Diving Hoppers

Horrms ormes sisg i they i in moisgh,
rapid, or swift riffle wawer. Big trour,
smaalimouth bass, and channel cafish
know this well. To ke advantage of
this sedion, use a weighted hoppeer or
aild split-shat or Twist-ons at abowut 18
inches abwwe the v, | |'||'|_'I'|_-1- 1o weight
the bedder because i allows the hopper
tir oan a few fect belore the weight
prulls it down. This way you can fish
hah levels with e cast

Try this method when there sre lampge
rocks, logs, or decp owbanks and eddics
that beg fish can hide umder. Cast well
abwrve theerm and get the hopper down
Twitch it a Hetle ovcasbsmally, otherwise,
fish ie like o mvmiphs. 1IF the |'|||-1'|F'|q_'f iy
has a snag guard, | let in deift beacath
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THFPER TIME BGIG with sclecting

the right place at e rght e,

That’s vsially @ Aowing walker

wiitl bois of shoreline bordering,
grssy meadows, espectally if thene are
owverhanging grass and undercul banks.
Thee bt stpcams ane usually namow!, In
Maorth America, primc Hmse isually begins
im bt luly, peakes inomild-Auggus throagh
mighSepiemler, and cnds by mid-Ociober
to Novembser. In South America, the hop-
per scason begins in late Jamary, peaks
i mid-Febrnoary 1o the end of March, ol
finishes by Apail's end.

Timiknge. O sunny, windy days,
begin fishing around 11 AN, and cone
gt through 5 P Afier the sun sans
deve, soppers becoms inactive and
happertuniss know thar,

Emiby @ | fished Chile's hopper
paradie kadge, Fl Saltanionies {The
Grrasstspper) in avid-March twas seasons
ago. Anglers there fsh almost exclusive-
Iy with hoppers. I'vie never soen a fiver
s il of hig brovarns et were so waally
hekied or spoiled an loppers as this
place. It bocame casy 10 undersiand
wiry, once we walked slong the mead-
ow hanks of the fver. Hussdreds of hop-

and hack under logs, root clumps,
umslerowt banks, and ledges, The oo,
hass, catfish, and carp 1| catch on his
method are wsually large. The diving
happer mothiod is also a scoret weapon
when g stoncllics are on the surface,
cipecially in the heavily-pounded
Madison, Big Hole, Beaverhead,
Missouarl, Yellowstione, Gireen, and
Caallaiin rivers

Stillwater Presentation
1 HANVE Bl PRy pood suocess isig
hopper flies on stillwatcrs such as
beaver ponds, farm ponds, sloughs
dill Likes. At El Saltamonies din Chile),
there arc lods of spring-fed sloughs
thoy call fegrnas in the mddedle of the
ranch hay meadows. These lagamas
consisiently produce same of the
largest hrowns of the season=—an
davie’s Hoppers

Presentation is basically the same
Slap the My down ncar the upwind

cnhances the fiy's potencial o be

fished more effectively. With a soag
guand, it can be hopped off banks or cast
vver o close o hank structeres such as
rosnts or logs. Any buller or sloped deer
haiedvsal hopper can be made weedless
b simpdy gluing o simple guand strand of
heavy monafilamsent o the bead with

IIlF.I.Il.'lrl- & BOPPER with a snag goard

Fape A, (soc ilustration. )

Timing and careful
presenlalfons v le
Deyapaer Bfpae MY Sine-
cwrafirl, Cosd boppers
I wedily @ affard apetrea Ry
afomg thve ook, dap
fpan downzteeam, oF
preseml fhem acrors
eiiel dirirrisireaim.

TECHNIQUES,
TIMING, AND
PRESENTATIONS

pers emerged from the grosses lke
huge, theshing omeeys of gquail. i scemed
like hall of them landed in the water,
Sometimes the lodge has horseback rid-
ers travel along the banks i chasm the
waters with hondes of hoppers.

1 ot up o adaylight on several days and
wailked the waters up- amd dowmnstream
from the bedge while the other gucsis
were waking up and enjoving coffce amd
breskias. | coubdn' reise a decent fsh on
aoy [y | iriecd T just socaeed as if thore
were mo fish in the stream.

Winithscks Bass Mogyer

Then, at 11 AM., ihe river's browms
suiddienly materiabized —everywhere,
even an shallow open gravel bars, Al ihe
same time, the wind bogan 1o incrcase—
5, 10, 15 muibes peor hour—and suddenly
ihe hoppers filled the xir and then the

heromms’ stomachs. What an incredible
sight. even to this ald hopper-time vet-
eran! Hundreds, thousanids ol hoppers
were along the meadow shorelines. |
v s browiis leaping by on the
hanks, chemypicking clusicrs of hop-
pers off the grass stems,

The, st 5 P, juest 35 sudcdenly as i
had started, it stoppod. And | moan
stopped. For several doys, | fshed umidl
dark, while the other guesis were visiting,
bighing, and engeying cockiails, wine, and
hors dhieunmes, b | caight no fish over
cight or ben inches on amahing, inclding
hoppers, nymphs, and sreamers

I've never seen such niembers of hop-
pers oF experienced such fantastic hop-
per fishing as a1 E Sahamontes. The
birowens average 17 inches, and we gist
fish ugp 1o 25 inches overy day, In G, |
landbed an old, dark, scarred, hook-jawed
ITdncher that strongly resembiled the
ald Macison River opper-cater that |
mentitnod caricr. Could it be that he'd
died aned godie to this real hopper heay-
cn at El Sabiamontes?

Presentathons Angles, There ame
three techniques 1 find most effective 1o

present hoppes

Tia

1. Uipstream bank casting. Oneictly
atalle v way shong the bank and sake
sédearm casts upsarcam. This is probably
the myost consistent way to ke the hig
bank foeders. Stay quisct and low and
wear chithes that blend with the back-
grond. Make Mk 1o 25-foot casts. Make
twio ior three presentations nighit mesr oo
the bank. aml then two or thiee fanther
from the bank Then move up about 20
feet and repeal. I vou anly miove up 3
conple of [eet, you min the sk of cast
ing shor of the nexe area's undisturbed
troul. This shart casting can elther scane
iy o ks them v turn mnd follow
the [y, and ithen they are abile o sce yonu
szl thicm

2. Dorwnstresm hank dagsping. Cuictly
crecp up ioothe bank's edge and, with
pust the resd tipy anad beader, ll.lFI thee luap-
peer dhown hardl om the surface, pouse
w0 three seconds, thon begin pwinch
g 18 toasind shore. Ty bavo or three
preschtationes, then A .:mh.'m—p hack
upe the strearmbank. Move dawn o next
bikcty-bimoking spedt and repeat the doswn-
stream-lap presniainn

& Across and dioow istrcam prosenta
cheh. Waike o flosil inio position somss
and alwvve the bank —abaai #0 v 8 foc
aveay, Present the happer thioe of four
i chose 1o the hank aned out 5, 10, zisd
15 Pecit Adloaw i i deackdrify or ragich i,
Thern mwive b0 the next oo spw

Don't wade up- or downstncam clise
b0 Banks whore troa or bass ore weaining
For hoppers. They!'B s amd see yoil
amid dlive For cover, of dash ol to opsen,
e water. | muade that mistake for

years and if was .ﬂv.u:.r!. ﬁ_‘r|_v.1_|!|.' -
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HOPPER
SNAG
GUARD

1. Cin & anc-dich strand of
avlon monafilament ahout the
diameter of the hook wire or
slightly smaller. I fecommend
using Mason hard monofilameng
for best resulis,

2. Put 3 seoall deop of Fap-AGap
censent on the nylon strand end, Push
it it position on the underside of
the hopper’s head.

4. Afer the coment scis enongth o
hokd the stransd in place, 24 a second
small drog o its base. When it scls
hard, trim the strand slightly longer
than the hook gap and bend 3 saeall
fasnt ooy the stranad end. B

shorelines, ler i rest for three or four
secands, then occasionally twinch i
fl-inch movexy threee or four times,
and el i sit for abowl ten secands
Beiween moves

I'mi amared ot how big catfish, Lbange
moarih hass, andd wcarp fespond e hop
pers lished an summer farm poncs
1 guess they, ke stream inout and small
mruth, have learmed how wonderiul
hasppers are to el

Hopper Lime is @ super oppermaniis
fromm about mdd]uly until Ocioaber 1o
ey sEne ol the best drv-ly action Foer
hig fish across Morth America, from
Maine o Mew Moxicoo, I voa wanl mone
hawpper tkme, iy soah po Chile when the
snows are blowing across the frozen
Morth American lanasc ape. For maere
inderrmation on H=hing in Chile, contact
Mike Michalak at The Flv Shop, 4140
Chorm Creck Boodd, Redding, (4 Sz
(D16 2224455

Maos bikcly, Emily amad | sl see voss
on one of the great haoppser waners come
Bexl TP T

Vilker's Cay Chronicles
Last SormesetR, Flip Pallod and 1 stayed
at Five Rivers Lodge and did o
Walker's o ay { hronicles cpbsile an
l‘l'ﬁlh‘lllH lFave s |‘||||'||'||_'|"_l- in Montang
aleeng the Beaverhead, the Big Hole,
and somc spring creeks. It aired
|1.'|'|rliﬂr:| H, 15937 Waich lor a rq_'|1la'!.'
on BESPN later this year, or call Five
Bivers Lodge, (803 37TH-50MG, for a
cupy al this remarkable hopper-fishing
PO FE —

Crave Winimnan i g Pry Pooessasy Edioe-
at-large, He lives in Midway, Arkansas
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> WairLock’s Hoper Tecumioues For Big Trour
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