Successful midpe fishing begins with

a twell-designed tackle system.

DAVE WHITLOCK

ROUT EAT THE MOST drimatic range of fond simed
T.Jru.l fourmns oo any freshwmrer fzh | have ever encoun-
rered. Food organisms eaten by troutr ange from as large
s o foot {300 mm) long oo as iny as 1 mm. Fly fshing
15 the only angling method yer conceived that can swc-
cessfully cope with the wide vanety of lood types and
s826s in @ rrout's deet

It is chee srmalbest food extreme thar requires the uln-
miate 11 rehoed r.hi:lt'. tiny dlees i prociss I!r:-;|:|.|1:|l.|_ur.
Tz |'||I|.'_|‘|e_':..|; pJJ.rle 1% called 1:un|_!,-_||:|F.

Little Importance.
SOME FLYPISHERS REFER ro all oiny aguatic and verres-
trunl insects as r|1|-.!;.'r.'s- buit, =P.IE|I.F.|!.' sp 'al.l.rllu_. J:!|||.|_|:_|:'.-. anc
squatic inseces, [n many areas midg ANSEIEAEE A (1A T
percentage of the trouc’s annual dier. Anglers often miss
out on significant midging opportunitics because they
quickly become frustrared by the problems
tackle, Hies of techmigques. Their frustracion leads some ¢
these hibermen to completely jgnore midgpes

Many anglers fal to appreciate how m Ercuit
depend on midges. From the frst rime they feed on
insoces as riny fry, chrough the remainder of their lives,
eromat in both sercams and lakes bearn to rely on mocd

soarce, Just as humans mibble away on peanurs,

raisins and popcorn, trout steadily nibble away ag inseces
ol prr.:rmr::r:n.l.ll.:. similar size and weight ;"1"1!"-"" aften
are the most sbundant and most accessible of the annual
acquatic erour foodds, especially in soillwaters anad sl
medium- speed Aowing streams.

I'he Hatches
MIDGING CAN BE LOOSELY classified as Ay-fishing with
imiiragpons of smaller ACJLIELIC and rerrestrial insecrs, usu-

Dave WHITLGCE lives in Socdolk, Ark.

ally i # 16 o #F28, or Mavitoes,
dipera, unes and beerl mmion. Haic o
i Ats purcst form 15 ch il marching of ooee
aquatic diptera insccrs. Dipera  simply im
wanged indeces. Aguatic dipterans that trowt ms
feed on are miodpes, blockHies, deerflies, crar
||1||'\|_|||1l-.n

Mudges (particularly of the order of Clharonomsdas)
provide the maost classic type of midging. The -
bur-stage aquatic yiele o U ang
Hardly a day passes on apen water when some sigmfican

s,

i
i

subsurface and surface midge sctivity 15 nor |

Troase miarmally feed \'.'|11||'||.:|1.' on thee cver present m
When miost ofhe 711 mt insect hatches have pa
due ro seasonal warming or coclimg, the midges remain,
paerticulady in the colder months.

."|1.4|l:._':' |, P, andd adule SAREs Viry 10 S fnom
2 o A0mm (2% mm 1 inchy, but average abowr
fmm ro Tmm (from # 18 po # 26 hook s
near waters imhibared by the grane Chironom:
2imm, #8 o #14), vou may find imitation a much
casier job, Standard dev and g i tex ||m.|u|'~. and tackle

in the fve- m orks well for these
oversize members of the Chin ily, Classic
midging, where Hies in # 18 w0
15 anocher story.

Midee acrivity has
The sighe ol teour selece

P orenge mist be used,

frustraped crowt hshermen.
y pobbling almost invisible
midges while almose totally sgroring or fheeing perbeccly
TEsp rable rics of langer Hies hos sent somie .I.I'|_!_'|E|_'['\ haarmie
in Frustearion. Perhaps 25 a resule midges have often been

the “hsherman’s curse.” lgnoring a hoe midge
hatch Dy '.l.'|:|.||"|'-|r|||:, the water with a |L|:.,' S{Pmamer 15 a
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Midging...

cop-out if you really enjoy the spore of Ayfiching. | koow
because for almost 15 years 1 lee che tiny bugs bug me,

Midge Tackle
REFINED TACKLE AIDS in casting. fishing, hooking and
consistently landing trout thar selectivly feed on midges.

The key ro midge tackle is eliminanion of excess frac-
tion berween the trout and your rod, line and reel. A six-
of seven- weighr crout rig will not consistently cope suc-
cessfully with long 6X, 7X and 8X leaders, tiny hooks
and strong, wild hsh.

An ideal midging system must be calibrated o case
these tiny flies precisely, delicately and to fish them cor-
rectly, The components in the system must not cause
problems when hooking, Aghting and landing trout on
such small hooks and light tippets. Finely tuned tackle
also helps you develop a sensitive feel for midging. Thar
special feeling or rouch allows you to take trout on

midges, and it allows you more enjoyment from each
hook up.

Midge Fly Lines

THE FLY LINE 15 THE KEY component in a balanced fly
rackle syseem. It provides the conrrolled casting weighe
which delivers the fly to the rargee arca. For midging
with # 18 and smaller fies, | recommend a line weighe
no heavier than five-, and preferably four-, three- oF two-
weight, as circumstances allow. The smallest sizes deli-
cately deliver and fish midges effectively in the mid
close casting runges (20 to 50 feet), over very clear, calm,
shallow warers, Sizes four and five do a better job in wind
or if longer cases are necessary,

Dhere Whithack's mralpimp tackie rysten.

For most of my madging, | prefer a floacing midge
shooting-taper line design. My second choice for midge
fishing 18 a weight-forward line. 1 prefer these line sys-
tems over double-taper lines because they cast and
present a midge By juse as well as che double-taper, yer
they reduce time consuming and fish-scaring false casting
'n-lﬂ:n exira t‘ll{d‘ﬂ.l‘lt:t‘ 1% t:'qu'll'cd. Th:-:.r ilsn dﬁ:l.'“ll:ﬂ.l.l.:,‘
reduce critical guide and warer dg when a crout over a
pound begins o ran and pull line our. A good run or
jump by a spunky native rrour can casily snap a tender
tippet of tear a tiny hook from irs lip with the warer
frection of G0 or TO beet of F.|:|.' line.

8 LTl WONIII e S

The midge-head fly line casts well o any practscal
distance with minimum false castng, while presencing
and fishung the midge correctly and allowing more noom
on the reel for backing. Ir also drastically reduces drag
and knot problems while fighting and landing a trour.

Pastel line colors are most practical, bur I also carry an
exera midge-head or weight-forward line inoa low-visibil-

ity, dark brown or green color when casting in brighe
Lighe and owver clear, shallow, calm surtaces. A fAashing,
arrborne line puts surface film midge feeders down fase.
Meither light or dark hines seem o disturb erout once the
line 15 on the warer |

Leaders

THE LEADER AND TIPPET are coitical rackle components
in presenting and fshing the fly properly. They should
not stress of tangle during the hghting or landing.

The midge leader should be knogless and seldom needs
to be longer than 12 feer. For best performance, it should
have a small, limp burr secrion thar marches the fexbal-
iy af the Ay=line tip. The best midge leaders have a long
tippetr section oo allow the Ay o be fished as drag-free
and nacurally as possible and to absoth the shocks of
hooking, fast rans, herd bead-shakes or encounters with
underwarer obstructions.

I prefer a 7-1/2- or 9-foor knotless beader wirh a long
level tippet section one size smaller than the leader’s rip
A T-12 foot, 6X kootleds !.lp-:'n-tl leader with 30 v 400
inches of 7X vipper material s typical of this leader
construceion. Mose leader tppers are weaker than the
same tippet material, so step down in size to compensare,
Make the leader-to-tippet conneceion using & doable sur-

peon's knot. Don't become obsetsed with the “perfect
leader rurnover, ™ Most larva, pupa and adule midge Hies
book more narural and fish bereer if che tpper and fly are
relaxed on che warter,

O the leader/tipper juncoon, install eichera 1/ 2-inch
section of very small Auorescent-colored fiy line or o oy
tuft of nylon eow yarn. These funcrion as crrically im-
portant locatorsenke-indicator ands, which help vou w
scr the neardy anwisible midge of o detecr subsurface

strikes.
Backing

BaCkisG 15 CRITICAL for two reasons. In open water
almosr any wild trout over two pounds can easily rake
miore than 9 feer of By line on ies firss run, and backing
also servies po make the reel give line our and recrieve it
more efficiently. | prefer ar least 100 yards of braided 12-
pound micro backing made from dacron,

Reel

THE IDEAL SINGLE-ACTION midge Ay reel must have che
capacity 1o carry the line and backing, in additron o
having a very light, velver-smooth drag. [ prefer large-
circumberence, nareow-width reel 1.||‘:51ﬂ,|‘1!. LFESE COdmET
in the Hardy and Orvis product linesh over less praceical,

small-circumference, wide-wideh Ay recls. They simply
give amd take line more efficiently wich less mangling. An
audible click-drag helps wo tell when and how fast the
trout is moving of how tired it s becomung. A palming
[aIm 15 wh'lmn. TRCCCSRATY A% :lnn“ Hes ancd !.u]'.lf:l'-li.ﬁl: |IFI--
pets cannor handbe the extra drag pressure they provide,

Camremred o Page 01
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Rod

THE MinGE PLY 2O should case and
l.‘l-t[l'-t'l ||I'H.'. leader and H:,r HJFI:IF and
precisely from 20 oo 60 feer. It must
mend and handle ling on the warer as
well, On the strike it should ser the
hook withour shearing che leader tip-
per or weanng the hook our. As the
trout lunges againse the line and che
rod’s pull, the rod must dampen chis
shock while MAINGAININE & Constant
bur delicate rension, For these reasons,
I prefer a rod with a much softer or
more supple action than | use for reg-
ular trout hshing. The rod’s length
should seldom be less than 7-1/2 feet
and not over 9 feer. The midpe ol
can be made from bamboo, glass,
graphite or boron, as long as its overall
acteon is soft amd it cases a relanively
tight loop ar shower line speeds. The
tighe loop is necessary for precise pre-
sentation and the slow-moving, small
ling size allows delicare presentacions.

The sensinive midge rod, like the Ay
line’s marching rapered leader, should
have a ﬂr‘.l.du;kl 1!:||:-|.'t Frowmn tip Bl Iun.d!r
o contral, bur 1.'1'4.'|||:I|uu}' check and
tire, any trout without tearing the
hook out or breaking the leader tippet.

Small But Tough

THE PROPER MIDGE TACKLE sct-up in
me instills a unigue respece and plea-
sure seldom felr with heavier rackle,
|‘|.|.I:'|'||.lul|.';|lu 1T [may b ll_!.;hr and small, i
i not an impracical oy, A properly
assernbled midge ouwtfic is an efficient
ool for coping wicth Ay-fRshing's wlei-
miate matching-the-hatch game.
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Your best choice for flies and streamers

A wall tied r|';' or streamer will attracl aven the
mast wary fis kes m proparly
designed and expertly made hook (o penetrale
and positively hold it. Mustad has bulll its
ragutation on gquality 'H:,' hooks and is Known
in fly tying circles worldwide, as the backbone
of the lines] buckinils, Mies and strearmans
Mustad Fly Hooks are svallable in an
unmatiched choice of siyles, sizes, finishes,
shanks and bandg accomimodating

ything from tiny midges to giani
streamars. Hook sizes 1o No. 28 in barbed
and barbless
Sold at leading
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‘MUETAD

D. MUSTAD & FON IUSA) INC
247283 Grase Ave., P.O. Bax B30
Aaburn, NY 12021

Midging._ ..

A properly . matched sysem will
SUTPPIISE Yoms '-l.|||‘l 1ts eliecriveness in
fishing small fies correcely, and hook-
mng aind ..--u:r-.-llmy. Lnr;.:;-. rmrli-l'ﬂin.'|'-l.-
ing hsh. For me, theee 15 no pleasure
or satisfaciwn greater than raking a
Mi-inch trout on & #2000 medge, but
even orowt hall char size are twice the
fun on such sensioive rackle.

h.!LL‘IFIII.H % [=|J.'|..'|:|.|.r the riout's besr
amse wihiere the dxdds are uswally an his
R

Whitlock's Midgehead Fly
Line

1. Head: First 30 feet of a 1|;.u|:||1.1:
or inpermediace 2-, 3=, 4- or Soweight
diuble-taper or weighe-lorward line.

2 Leader: 7-1/2 or 9 feer, 53X, 6X
or 7X knotless, tapered leader with a
bazer dinmerer of 018 inches or bess,

5. Tipper: 30 or 40 inches of 3X,
X, T or HX marenal

1. Locaroronke Indicarar: 12 inch
of Aunrescent arange, s -i-".-.'lrlghl
fly line

5 ._‘~"|su.-r|nj: alonio: VO et of Zlh-
pound (flar) Corrland Cobra monohla-
ent OF AMBCSEL oo,

G, Backing: 100 vards of 12-pound
bravded-dacron “Micron”™ backing

Construction Steps

1. Tie backing o fly reel with Dun-
ATl |-|r.||' kl:ll il

2. Actach shooting mono to backing
with thread and Super Glue splice

3. Tae head end o shoonng monda
with a Meodle Enor, cpoxy or Super
L ||II| '\.'l'\ltll E

1. T bender baset oo byead erp with
a Mecdle Knot, epoxy or 3uper Crlug
splice

5. Tippeee o leader tp with a Phou-
bile Surgeen's koot

SMake all ||'|u5-r:-: b companent
LIHINECIHANRS NEar 1.1II.||| .I.|'||.|. '|I1'||H|I:||
COvercoat cach juncreon with Dave s
Flexament o Pleobond o turcher en-
hanee a smwsth, strong, trouble-frec
CUMENEGC BN

Yo may vary C O PR TS lengzths
o accoamicclare  betrer  wour & rsrHal
needs. The sizes and lengeh  specs
shown are just 4 general gusde
i fa et 2 of bri article on widge fuhiig
[Xepe Whrrlacd well leicwin rbe wrrdee Irh
cyile, appraprrate By pattern, stebe fwdi-
Corbary ofand oy it ral el P LT
aaridl fawuling rowt ow owidpes. THE EDi-

TERS | -,
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