= THE 1930 when | first developed the

Wl fles. it was a (ime fos experiment-
i, Ed Flisweirt had come sp with the Spider,
'|l.'|1;-_'.'1 A% |r'||||"||_'|_||.lr|_'|:. |mp|:I.1r wilh Ihﬂ"'
'.|'|'|.j” Eroapy 4 iroiat l1\.|'||.']'l‘|1|.'!1 whis had
R LG wimall hooks 6 thedr flies. Hesaibl
R alse YT LS the Bivisible, which Hoated
readily and high on the water while the
other flies of the day did not. Bivisibles
caxtgght fish more consésbenaly than any other
pattern, i semed

1 looked at the dry flies available at the
timwe and boomd that they were always slim
bodied and sparsely hackled. They were
madie only of Feathers, and they were hard
{0 keep atloat. It a fish were caupeht on one
of them, the fly had to be retived to dry a
while before it would float again

| wanted a buggier-looking. heavier-
troabied fly, anad | needied mone Ehotatbon in
order o Keeg it up, | had in mand the bag
pray drakes that camwe out on Mew York's
.l'|||.'\._|-|"||_'_ v..|'.|| h ST |:-|_'..-|1.'|'|'I 111 |||-|- '!‘1:-:[5'
than amy ol the -:lr1_.'-|'.:. i atbens of the
|,].|:,' [l'u'lLl:I;.; for o material that swould
Fherak sach a by, | came wp with buckrabl
The tall of the iy was most important
since i would support the bend of the
hook, where most of the weight is corcen
trated. Bucktail would make a muoch better
tailing material than the conventional
teather Fibers because of its Hoating agizali-
tees and its srength. The flotation of the
ol flEes was mostly at the frons, and the
usual wisps of feather fbers woulda't make
a strong. Noating tail, For example, the bew
golden pheasant tippet-feather fibers of a
Raoyal Coachman tail certainly didn't have
encugh strength to hold the hook bend up
tor very long

Chat of this thinking came the Gray Wulf,
White YWalff and Foyal Wullf. My use of
bucktakl was the Frst use of animal kair on
dry flies. The Royal Wulff made the old,
difficult-to-float, but  beautiful, Royal
Coachman pathern nte a hell of a ||1|.' The
White Walff was tied to imitate the coffin
mayfly. | thed it both conventbonally and
with spent wings and no hackle te mateh
the flies of the spinmer fall —when the
mayiles, spent with mating, fall 10 the
i T wl'.h Wings |'|u|h1!lr|"'.'|l:| Had | |'l|_'|'r'|
tl:'||.'||'|l-|;|' I weoisld have l'l.llrﬂ-ll'\.l. thie zee of
anlmal hair on dey Elies and made some
miopey, but | feel lucky that throwgh these
flies oy name achieved a permanent place
in Hly=Fishing.

The Gray Wultk has brown buckiail
wings and Eail, |:|5|:-:'-_|::|.:1.' hackles and a
gray angora yarm (spun rabbit’s fur] body
The White Wallf has white bucktail wings
and tail, badger hackles and cream-calaed

LeE WULFF has been an important FHgure in
American fly-fishing for half a century. He
liwes with has wife, loan, i the Caiskills
pear Lew Beach. MNew York
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The creator of a classic fly series
explains how it happened

The Wultt Flies

LEE WULFF

angora bor the body The Boval Wullf has
white bueckiall wangs. a Brown beckiatl
tail, dark brown hackbes and a body of red
-.:"q, !lll_h.'\ tl-l_'hl\.'l_'l_'n il S ER LS il '\.w'll.ll'u,‘l
|'l-|_'.3|.'|.'u."l. |:lr|'|

Dan Bailey, a closr friend and one of my
early fshing companions, insisted that |
call the Caray Wullt by s present name
instead of the Ausable Cray ax | had thought
to callit. It was Dan, who was beginning (o
Eif .lrld 'i.li"“ I‘:Il."1 14 rh.-|| Hme, who sal :|-\.'|1'¢1I
'|'|'I|.h e whiale we worked arikl thie |'||h|'|'
palterns of the series bo cover the ficld of
trout-sircam insects in gemeral, The Carizely
Wialld, ehe Black Wulll, the Brosen Wulkt
and the Blonde Wualtk came out of those
SRS,

Those Firsd days and weeks of trying
oul the Wulll flies were a dream, | put on
a Gray Wultk while Hshing the Salmon
Eiwer near Malone, Mew York, with Dan
Badley, and | caught fifty-one troat with
the same Hy withow! once having 1o lake
it from the leader. swhich was a tantasiic
feat at the timse. | used Muilin line grease
a4 fly floatant instead of the universally
used mixiune of paraifzn dissalved in bensne
af gasaline, o which the fly was dipged
| found | could cateh Hwve or six troud
between greasings, and 1 was glad 1 had
secured the fy so well with lacguer when |
||-|_'\-:E1| .l'||.|'|:|'|1|1|1|.; rl'u: ﬁL;kl-'. ill-.]l-.ll.;,.; 'a.'IIE'Ii'lII.'l'
and lets me sperd more time with my Hy
on the wabter and hess time in Fiissang with
|h||"||.'_l|. I e rrJl.‘I'_..' of while on the stream
makes me happler

| used many kinde of hairs for the tails
and wings of these Hies. [ even bought
sopmee " hinese” buckiails that were small
and the color of med fox fur and ved the
maberial for the VWullbl Flees 1t worked very
well, [ oiried other hairs |1 bailed (o ey

calftail back in the early days of testing)
and decided that buckitail pave the best
ot ageen anad |i|-l.||.l:|||:,' b i Floes, Calfnal
ahile 1 does ot have guabé rl'r|.'1'||.'g.1:n-. e ol
buckeail, kas great loating progrecties, and
it b5 a kol easier to match into proper wing
|n|;|-llhl«. .I.|":Ii l.l.'\-l'lrL Fitlds proper -.,p":l.:d1.| ir
el iEna g ial 1||r WIRES

.".1'. ﬁl\ﬁ:nnt eyt i s had Teen right. |
had felt that a heavy-bodied, large fly =1
usaee] Flies tied om # 10 hooks maostly = would
be mone attractive to the trowt than the
slim-boadied, sprall patterns of the day, The
trou would be able to see it from a greates
depth, and 1t would seem to them like a
bigger mouthful and something thai was
woarth coming up bor. 1t might even kool at
a quisck glanee like samwe stramge terrestrial
a bee, a wasp or a fluttering moth, Part of
ey e fewling was that & it looked like a
bug—if it had a familiar look 1o the
trout — whether identical to the maytly or
med, bt wouild draw rises

Soon atter the Wultf flies began to pain
popularity, Dan Bailey starbed to go to
Maontana in the summess b fnh. Because
hie taught science ot Brooklyn Palytechnical
Institute lora ]l-.'1|"-_|.;_ r:'.,l|r'| I'u.k |||I;. Ll TR TS
free to Fish, Preston Jennings, a great studeni
of siream insecls, was writing a book about
pnsects amd Irrlul!llr\ [j.lll HI:I1!.|.'\'|_'\-|! k m rl'ﬂ_'
Waltt Hies when |]1r!|- e '.|.|r.\-|'||'\.|_'| i
Montana, sayving he was tying a lof of them
tor sell and was catching a lot of Fith on
them. Mreston looked at them and said
they imitated no insects, and he couddn't
believe that they were actually good froul
fhes, Although the Montana fishing con-
vaneced Preston that l|.‘1l."_.' wiokilid take Heh,
!‘1[ dld r|.'| et r|‘1|_'|‘|lu i .I'.|'H. I.\.l.'“-;-\.ﬂl.l-'l.k'l'l. A
Book af Trowr Flfes, published in 1933, He
tld mee b couldn’t figere oul why brout

biked them so well, It was, be sapl, o of
ihi infeas |.'|.|:!'|.:1_' :hl Mgns I1':||1u| B} 1adii iy

Ty TE THE WuULrr, bepin the thread
aear The ook eve wand dowi the shank ta
‘..!Il_' |l|'r|||_ .|'|.| FeEUET !'\-.1|_L up the x|I.1r|L B
"5'||_' a2are. Al I|1|-. [ kllgl L QueT may Fue
.-|,-|_-!||_'-\.| Ik BV & |:-H-..| Frord el ween the
threadd amd hook shank, which will prevent
the twisting of thread and mate rials as the
fly iy tied. Select buckiail to be used For the
1ail, anad match the fine ends of the hair so
!i'::. Al A% UM A% FIII"\.'||I"II' Il'll"'\. LR 111 hl.'
done by ;l.|'||||.l,: ol {he Hspger huakrs amned
f =0 they are even with the
srs, 0 by placing the hairs in
4 Malmdls LORlSimET, SO 4% A l\..l-r'-'lllHi:
snell, and tapping the conlainer :.'_1'I'.Ii!,' T
the tablctop. Hairevening loods for Hly-
tving are also available bor this purpose
M the il alomg the hook shank with
the tips extending bevond the bend of the
hivok. Wrap the thread down to the bend
of the hook, and clip off the excess hais
[a: L L the [ e !I'u' hiscr ."l||||'l|1,' & ||!1'l|l of
Lecogiser b6 Ehe thread wraps along the hook
shank: the lacguer will penetrate to the
hook and #lso remadn on the thread o help
st b AAara u-:r-.r":'-:h.|:. tightly whenit is
applied in the nexi step. Cood sotking of

Hit '||h_|!,' i K Fod !1'I'q: llll_' 16 & !':','

resi] beng; 1hhis

e ool 1 il
Hps | i o

Tie ifi & :rr._.;!h ial a figaia wonl 4l the
head and w Tap the thread 1o the berad and
back 1o the head. Wrap the angora wool
forward, forming the proper shape of bady,
amd i it off af the bead, As youane winding
the armora, also rotabe the materal boavaid
twisting it, forming a smooth body

Lolect the bucktail to be wsed for the
Wi JrEd even :l'.-' 15 e o] I|'||' 1T U e
1t Wikl 5y |".||'|_| the B ol the bBuckiail
wsed For the tail, (1§ calieaf] is osed for the
wings, the ey ETIC, PIOsiEss 1% MU el iy
Lay the buckiail over the shank, with the
b Bacinig fod u..'.l.'-\.t hEY S !'l'h-r |'|||||L Ui I
I|'\-|_l‘|.||.' (1L ||'.1_'|'.'rl: 114143 e I:!||-|'..||.| 1L FOE S O
I |'|_' i ..'l.‘Hi :'|'_|.L|_' Fheeem staeud U VTR ||'.|:|.

(L1 |'l|||:-\.i.|.-||.l_ wp a wiall of thread im front of
the buckiail, By splitding the hatr into two
wingsand winding between and arownd at
the base, the wings ane st into (he right
Pasdion ."'. .|r-c'\-|:- F s Of i.lq_l;ll.rl *Jl-c'\-u'l_‘l
[ETY .:lrl|l| il Pl even the WARRS Al EFe by e
Thi |.||||u|'r will [Laa i i the hair and
ftheead amd set the wings securely o ibe
ook, The lacquer showld still be wit as the
haceles are wound, which will =21 the hackle
Fibers securely in place. Saddle hackles,
which 1 proefer, ane vsaally sifong of tibser
B wit ki BECAE R AgEN W hese she libees
wolm the hackle steow Setting their bases in
Lacquer makes 3 durable tly

Tweo lomg ssddle hackles are used tor the
stamdarc Vol ARer youw Be them in, brirg
the first one back between the wings and
wirnd it around the shank close behind the

f
WIS R

LWL :|||'||; CRAGEEN 10 pass

-

Fee BV alff Phado by Dan Albrawis

betvren the two wpright wings agaim. Breng
it between the wings and hold it ar the
hook eve between your torelinger and
thumb, Wind the second hackle around
|!Il_"\-J'.\_l|'.L 1P BRI L O &N Rl s i |.‘Il_' "l.u, k ||_-'..
lp 'r"l.'l’.l|1 !5!1|_' 1R5la0'd thread owver I|1|_' LIS
hackle tips, trim cagess, whip-linish and
lacguer the head

LW COURSE THERL ARE many versions of
the Waltf flies. 've seen them with the
wirgs slanted forward, and 1've sien then
with the wings dlanted backward. ['ve even
readd a short article in a minor publication
'!'-:| 3 an | ee msever met of .\,.1.-r|u\.|~.:l-|1..,|.\,-t
with, snditled, “The |'!;|¢|||| Way bo Twe the
Wulll Flies." Bud all ihis is |"-'""I by sy
the Wuldi r!:.-' 15 1 catepory of Hies, nnd ar
inflexible patbern

| e the Wulkl tlies im a varkety of patberns
Lin ®12, ®14, or # 16 hooks, wilh shimmer-
|.LI.I|I'| FPETE | |'|l:l|.|u."| amnid WIRES, arnd welth ||;'\-\.l\.
winids of hackle, | we them (o mitaie the
Hendricksons when those flies are on the

wieT, (i 3 wers |ll.‘||.'-'\-3' b hood, wiith
a slim |'-|'-.'.:|' ard Fong kaidl, the Wallf Fly

foaekes e & samall afr akale '."If;'. l.'!":l VY Y] i
and heav ¥ hemink L8 when the "l.l.;,l Jirs ane |
hlp‘; 1'[‘-\.|.I;q|! O & Fd |u,;='| O g1 e P
Fhotation, | 186 a4 |:|'l|l|'.f-|:|'\-|'l?'|.||.‘ by b
Ihrat the big iy

LIne of my vanatlions is the Scragg
Fhoats even higher than the standand W alif
and i1 has a bulkier body. It s, perhapx, o
I""-'-".'.' imitation of a fondescr

:1'|r|.".rr|.|| 1hanm thi '||.II":-\.|_1I-,! [

The S¢ '-'1F|.|'-:" 18 ied by using chenitle of
anoter bielky body materal and winding
a hackle i lritei LN dosvm the bady. The
|'\"'\l|.|5.' and hackle 2dd bulk and Flaiaiion bt
thE sammse time. Thie (Car r.'|'!.' oy I.|;.;|':'. % &
Ciray Wl with a gricdy Backle wournd
over a chenilie body; the Bumble Bee
Seragely isa Gray Wullf that hasa chenille
bady of altermating vellow and black wath
a badper hackle wound over it to replac
thee gray baddy of the Gray Wall; the Whits
MWloth S r.l\.m.;l:,' % & YWhite Wallf that Bas a

L CHRIE RF i gl Lo g2
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Wulff Flies . . .
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CINE T chentlle Body with a |-.|-\.|_|:|'I hackle

|,l.1|f'|‘|-|'l Hed over it | s S0 I'.l|':|:||I"\- (15%T]

|'||,'.t|| ..l||'||‘| AEEFACE AfEfilaDl EFCOEM !'\.||:||.'_I1.'

Fish |||_'|';I i the waler because of the size of

thiesr bod
" 1
I wise Wulff flies for bass as well as for

prowt and salmaon, In @4 or Lar

el

they are lgghter to cast than the average
siee bass hul.'_'\- :Iil.'.-ﬁ'l.'.!:l' hackled with a
Er I'\.|.|j!_-_

i :ljl |!i|.'|.| ~clege L

B FOAS P st ra Tain Frvrm |

make them even 1 bl 14
b

AN

Photo by Pierre A fre

Of cowurse, 38 | was originally dealing
with a mayfly imitation, | tried out a single
wing as well as the split wings | made up a
tevws diosmen flies with a wing that consisted
af a single tuft of bucktail, etther vertica
or slanting back at an angle like a mayfly’s
It seemed thae | had just as many

. o L1 . . I i
FiaEs [0 (e AP WIRE SErsions as |'\.| iz kO

L1 4]

i he '\.pl 1L -5 ITLE W' FRiDE | vweaseemici

cessiul with the -unl.;E-:‘“ wWing |':|'\-:. al Winlit

R L

Bt simoe | was g WO .':'Il_' HIETRE,

[ &% vas

alenosl evervone else J||||'|_,; o [Jp
pIeesInn |'|-|!| %, | tied .|||1|_| |'\-|||.'|'-;'\-:|_'..! '_!'II_'
Wialdd flies !hl_‘ WaAY MY Cus OIS '.I\..J.rl".'\l

o Wi E '\-j-l WIngs Biat, while 1 fesl

that '\-I!'I:.";||.'-l.'..:|'||' fhes are better bmillations
than are 'h-T":I'! WINES, divided WinEs da e

A2 = FLY FAISHEENMAN

better flotation amd are more visible to the
And the illu
WA |_|'|'|"=|_'I|"ll .|-.!;-\.i Ll B

Tikoe Wiilhf flies

VOWIREs A SOMeEEmies 4%

B
T A

sof !|'|_' H:I:Il-'.'h.“:,:

EwWated |

many as three |:.|-\. kles. T iy '\-i'.'\-l:||_| | :||'-_|
iR TNEs MENRET 50 1Ny riale |'|I;.:|‘| .||'||‘| |||_|r'| E
drown in the r:'ll,;h water. In
weater, 1 use either the | |-'\-:"|:\. B

irtal imidatians or i

' kil

MOre Sparsely tled
PALCerNE: 3% IMUSEWENRS QF §Team nsicks 1
tie almost all of my flies in a wide v AFICEY

FREELY DF M EEE

Ak '.'\.I'I; ln il !.'H.IIII'

use of ha

b 2y O colors, & ile Ty
wary from Ehe morma |:\. |'\II.|'\-'!|:,' EQ TiGMRE &E

all, such as in a SRIRNET PALIEFT Wl kb

wings are spread out horieontally to imitabe
the maytly’s spent wings

When tyis
hackle, [ v
of th

spenit-wirg ¥ ulffs with oo
the Fine hairs trom the tip end
truckiail, and [ flare these hairs out at
* gl PO give maximum
m with minimum visibility. These
| bucki e more wiry, and
JilRt B VT Bt dhime e I_:'Il_"l.' e
tham 1heE resd sl I|'| |'.|'|-\. an !|-.|'

th M k i
g A

shenader

e T
stamdard Waulft

il-.::l_"\-\. Ehan 8

The Walff flies will also serve a j
subatitute Skaters when tied vrith the usaal
or a greater amound of hackle support and
wing thickmsz. In 1933, a salmon Hsherman
on the Liscombe Hiver in Nova Scolia, to
whom I'd given a Wultt fo try poried
wood luck widhat. | came §o watch him krsh
becawse he was doing bether than we were
an the bBoum Secum River. | found him
bishirge the gate by as a wet I::. elragging it

1 11
1 ek Falls

BCTOES TN surtade of Bne §

| |'.1\|'|': [k |;“::.\,1||'|.x! 1 Fiim & i

.l.'EII"I I_l: 3%
the fly how dry Blies were tished,
apparently he had never fished with
flies betore. By fishamg it just as be would a
srplR r!l. |'\.|' |'.|.|.:\,'.|' il 18t & 'i.l:"'\!:':l!l_' <k il [

| troed the tly with & tree tloat, and |
tatled topet & Been because
kie'd canight al y hies drapems
flv, ar becaus on actually liked
the dragped Ely better than the free-
fhy. | don't kivow, because he had no rises
we both fished the pool i bypecal
ot the sih i that Fave vou b0 wonder

s i -
dboul the reasons walmon take a thy

f
Ihe 80T

| HAVE & LETTER somewnere in my hibes
from Ken Lockwood, a fine fisherman and
ouldoor writer from Mew |ersey. He wrote
mie sooan atter Bay Bergman's Trout caemns
out in 1928 and browght the Walll ies (o
the notsce of Fishermen. Ken explained that
he'd come up s a version of
Wultt that had a clipped-decehair &
nstead of the angors-wonl body, [b was
HEALE called the Irresistible, Did | maigd? 1

witate back o wish him well and say tlar

k

i dboedi | oseemmn ready for
Eifedd they seem Lo
i patberns. [ he Walk
ke Do Caag sFneirad Mudlelier Mennosw
should be only the begin

AW Cabepories, 5%edeEr

tor the troue Biahermuan. The ::|'i'\ il s

hadr Hy head was the new and csmecially

it showld
and furkeys} wifgd, but in e
conceivable cor nood mabenals that
make up flies V. the Gray Wulll
W'l ll!":|!. T Barst Ii:, 10 3 few catepory for
thie Fisherman

lhe MAnY :I'I'."If'l'hlilll'l-\. ized b Hish Tha
W ulkt Foes ard the many different insecks
the ¥ wlif tlies TRy 1T

te reflece thae the
1 e W
flies almios wem made to b il I VAo
patterns. | like bo think of Elies such as the
Wullf as cateeories, in the same
traut and almon form a catepory w

First Aame of Salmeo

s are a CATEgDEY i1} PalbErmis

1980 by Lee Wullt, Exce from Liw
rieed. Used by permission of
Stackpobe Books, Hox 1831, Harrsburg
Pa, 17108

Scientific Anglers

THE RIGHT FLY LINE FOR YOU.
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